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Abstract

This study examines the relationship between Da’wah bil-Rahmah (compassion-based
preaching) and the legitimacy of Qital (armed struggle) in Islamic law. Employing a
qualitative descriptive method with an interpretive (tahlilt) approach, this study analyzes
relevant Qur’anic verses and Prophetic traditions to explore how Islamic teachings integrate
mercy and firmness within the framework of the Prophetic mission. The findings reveal that
warfare in Islam was not prescribed as an instrument of aggression or coercion but rather
as a defensive mechanism aimed at safeguarding faith, justice, and human dignity. The study
further demonstrates that compassionate preaching constitutes the ethical foundation of
Islamic da 'wah, while the legitimacy of fighting functions as a protective measure to preserve
the principle of mercy from injustice and oppression. Theoretically, this study contributes to
contemporary discussions on Islamic da’'wah and jihad by clarifying that compassion and
Justice are not contradictory values but mutually reinforcing principles in Islamic teachings.
Practically, the findings offer a conceptual framework for modern Islamic preaching,
emphasizing the necessity of balancing compassion and firmness in addressing religious,

social, and moral challenges in contemporary society.
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